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As a mark of respectfollowing the sad death of The Duke of Edinburgh on Friday, 9 April 2021, Brethren
are requested towearaplain black tie when attending Virtual Business Meetings from now until
Sunday, 16 May 2021 inclusive.

A Loyal Address was sent on Monday to Her Majesty The Queen on behalf of all the Orders administered
from Mark Masons’ Hall conveying our sympathies to herand members of the Royal Family at their
recentloss.

With fraternal regards and best wishes. R.W.Bro. Ryan A Williams, P.G.J.W., Grand Secretary



Welcome to your news and information update for the progressive/companion Orders of Freemasonry
administered from Mark Masons' Hall, 86 St James's Street.

This bulletinis emailed to all 'leaders'in the Provinces, Districts & Divisions and their Secretariats.

Please share this content with your members by forwarding this email or letthem know that it's
available on the MMH website.

If you don't currently receive this email directly but would like to subscribe please email
communications@mmh.org.uk?

The Queen at 95

On Wednesday, 21 April, we joined with our Brethren across the UK and the Commonwealth to think of
Her Majesty The Queen on what would normally have been the happy and joyous occasion of her 95th
Birthday.

Imailto:communications @ mmh.org.uk




The Grand Council of Royal and Select Masters

Were it not for Covid-19restrictions, Tuesday, 20 April, would have been the Annual Assembly of Grand
Council.

The Grand Master, M.llIl.Comp. Kessick John Jones, was please to send this message to Companions of
the Order to mark the day and to congratulate those receiving appointment or promotioninthe Order.

=

https://youtu.be/HmoZiGpdVIw

You can download a copy of the address Here?

And a list of Grand Rank recipients Here3

2https://www.markmasonshall.org/images/news/rsm/pdf/Address_on_the day of Grand Council -
Tuesday 20 April _2021.pdf
3https://www.markmasonshall.org/images/RSM _Grand Officers List 2021 .pdf




The District of Oxon, Berks and Bucks celebrate recipients of Grand
Rank

On the same day, the District of Oxfordshire, Berkshire and Buckinghamshireheld aZoom sessionin the
eveningto congratulate those Companions who had received Grand Honours in the years 2020 and
2021. The meetingwas also attended by the Thrice Illustrious Master or Recorder of each Councilinthe
District, and the District Executive.

The picture shows the companionsraisinga glass to congratulate the recipients. These included the
active appointments of V.lll.Comp. Graham Seeman as President of the Executive Committee, and
[lI.Comp. Alan Baverstock as Assistant Grand Director of Ceremonies.

The Address by the Grand Master, M.IIl.Comp. Kessick Jones, was then relayed and the Companions
appreciated his encouragementand guidance. The evening concluded with toasts, in Royal Navy style, to
the Queen, the Grand Master, and to R.lll.Comp. Tim Hancock, the District Grand Master.

Cryptic in the Caribbean

Staying with the Royal and Select Masters, the Inspectorate of Jamaicaand The Cayman Islands held
theirannual meetingasa VBM on, Saturday, 17 April.




The Grand Inspector, Harding Overton Watler, declared the meetingopen and a minute’s silence was
observedinrespect of His Royal Highness The Prince Philip, Duke of Edinburgh.

Presiding overthis, his first annual meeting since beingappointed in November 2020, R.lll.Comp. Watler
welcomed the distinguished guests and heads of other Ordersin the Inspectorate, making special

mention of the Grand Master, M.IlIl.Comp. Kessick Jones, and the Grand Recorder, R.lll. Comp. Ryan
Williams.

Afterthe regularbusiness had been conducted the Grand Inspectoraddressed the Inspectorate. He
congratulated the six Companions who will be receiving appointment or promotion in Grand

Council. He mentionedthatitis hopedto Consecrate a new Council in Montego Bay to serve the
Western Caribbean, hopefully early nextyear. Inconclusion he thanked the Inspectorate Officers for
theirsupportand assistance overthe past yearand said that he is looking forward to the yearahead.

The Grand Master, M.IlIl.Comp. Kessick Jones, briefly addressed the meeting. He expressed his thanks for
the invitation and offered his congratulations to those Companions receiving Grand honours and said he
was looking forward to being able to be with everyone inthe not too distant future.

1
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The Grand InspectorforJamaicaand The Cayman Islands thanked everyoneforattending and declared
the meeting closed.



Article and photos by Chris Eley, P.Dist.G.Lect. (Surrey).

Ben gears up for a summer on wheels

W.Bro. Allan Jones of Gordon Lodge of M.M.M. No. 364 inthe Province of Kent, kindly sent us some
picture of hisgrandson, Ben Jones, enjoying some time out and about on his new bike which was
provided with assistancefrom agrant, initiated by the Province, of £4,000 channelled through the Tree
of Hope Charity last year.

Ben suffers from Mowat-Wilson Syndrome. The new bike allows him toimprove the strengthin his legs,
his co-ordination and hisindependence.

The bike was delivered afew weeks ago. Allan’s son, Kieran, (Ben’s father) has also taken delivery of an
electricbike and trailer.

They are now looking forward to the summerand beingable to go outfor rides a bit further afield.

In the update, Allan sent histhanks to all involved forthe help providedin “making Ben's dream come
true”.






MBF Quarter One Report

Continuinginthe style of the new-look MBF Annual Review, we have been pleased to circulate details of
the MBF fundingforthe first quarter of 2021.



Mark
Benevolent
Fund

Q1 Review
January - March 2021

Fund "0
i Activity
\ Summary

£51,096 - Supporting those with Disabilities
£10,000 - Hospice Movement
£124 284 - Secondary Emergency Services
£118,047 - Youth Sector
£11,530 - Other Support Sectors
£2,050 - Individuals
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directapplications 0
from charities 4

of funds went to
applications directly S0

Initiated by our S0
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At a
Glance...

Individuals

“£317,007
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In the first quarl:er
of 2021 the Mark
Benevolent Fund
made 16 Granhs
to individuals,
local charities,
Provinces and
other worthy ' .
organisations -
across England .

and Wales Gf
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For 74 arts, crafts an smwy
trofleys across 42 hospitals national

£250m+£5mn

Froviding 125 faptops to be use by young carers
and in the primary education sector in the Provinoe

Miskin Mill

£20.000 Scout Village £
far the rewiring of the premises based on the
River Ely at Miskin MU, Pontyclun, South Wales

'Cardiar_ Rehab £6,100

B b A . Bkl L

o repra:e Furniture at thelr
purpose-built Rehab Centre in Alon

£5,000
funding for the final part of the 'Feeling, |:'I] "ﬁ | "‘11" 3
Talking Walking Garden' project [ lmEs ey

55 .||-'

£5,000
Far the running casts of £
the "Mark Mason’ bike
for 12 months

£62,890
Replacing a mezzanine level
at the lifeboat station in
Maryport. Cumbria

Scouts "0"‘

£5192 mmms:m

for replacement boundary fences at
the Scout Hall in Burstow

£18,506

R D A Towards the completion of the structure

at-their new premises in Effingham
Fidtag e the Dhaadied daworvion
e w g Cnduge Drbving,

£27,590 Fer a newsafety boat
A DISABLED SAILORS ASSOCIATION

nLkL smling far ALl sqes ond K14 dizabaditien dn whaslchalr mreyible boats



Scouts
EEIEaG L F:
1= Warlsngham Scout Group - §
providing disabled accessand
tandscaging for their Scout Hall

£13,375
Funding for much needed work
at thesr pramisas (n Sheffield

£56,394

Forthe constructon of a brand new % et it
lifeboat In Marfoll

o
gtsoo0 (S504LS

Colney Heath Scout Grolp — previding a much needed
[Heline 1o save the Scout Hall sid Group In Hertfordshine

e

Provviding two bespaky commercial washing
machines for their refuge based in East Surray

£10000 F fmenst

+ £7,500 Provincial Contribution
Fumtirg towands the boller replacement at the
hosploain West Yorkshire

| Grants totalling
£2,050 were

Thie-Chasrran of the MBF Petitions Committes writes:

‘Petition - applications have: been surprisinghy “slow since
the beginning of the year with just 5 applications received.
The coronavinus pandemic hias, undoubtedly, caused some
members financial hardship as evidenced. by the number
of applications received fast year, and whilst | am aware
that Provences ars, quite rightly; providing assistance in
‘appropriate circumstances, the MBF Is here to consider
support to anyone with a qualifying Mark Master Mason
connection that might need our assistance.

May | therefore take this opportunity to remind lodge
Almomers and Provingial Almaners that we will be only too
pleased to consider suitable applications for assistance.”

RW.Bro. B Keith Emmerson, Past Depisty Grand Master
MEF Trustea



You can download acopy of the review Here*

Cheshire and North Wales 0.S.M. Charity Presentations 2021

]
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1 - Tony Stringer, Dep.Prov.G.S.R., after presenting a cheque for £2,000 to Alison Knott, Regional Fundraiser for Parkinsons UK.
Due to Covid restrictions, the presentation took place in a car park in Nantwich, as Alison is presently home-based.

Eventhough we have beenunable tomeetin person forovertwelve months, the Secret Mo nitors of
Cheshire and North Wales canstill be relied upon to support good causes.

Everyyear the Provincial Grand Supreme Ruler, David Littlewood, reaches out to the members to
supporttwo good causes, one in Cheshire and one in North Wales, as nominate d by members of two
Conclaves.

This last year we have supported Parkinsons UK, Cheshire region, nominated by Norton Priory Conclave
No. 226, and Hope House Children’s Hospice in Oswestry, nominated by Seal of Solomon Conclave No.
463.

At last allowed to meetoutside, the cheques for the two charities of £2,000 each were presented
recently by the Deputy Provincial Grand Supreme Ruler, Tony Stringer.

Both charities are worthy causes that have suffered greatly during the pandemicand were highly
delighted toreceive the support of our members.

4https://www.markmasonshall.org/mbf-download/mbf-2021-q1-review/viewdocument




2 - Dave Loughlin, Supreme Ruler of Seal of Solomon Conclave, presenting a cheque for £2,000 to Cat Dowdeswell, Area
Fundraiser for Hope House Children’s Hospice in Oswestry. Similarly, due to Covid restrictions, the presentation took place in the
grounds of Hope House.

Surrey's 'Keystone' hits the inboxes
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You can download a copy Here?®

Shttp://www.markmastermasons.org.uk/Surrey-Overseer/Surrey-Keystone-News|etter-Issue-13-April-2021.pdf




While West Yorkshire are 'Marking Well'

The Big Refurm
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You can download the full Newsletter Here®

Andthey have also produced this great flyer reminding Brethren that's we should all take some time to
talk.

6http://download.mmh.org.uk/Marking-Well-16.pdf




Your Mental Health Matters

Around one in four men will experience a mental health
problem thiz year. Yet the shame and slience ean be ag
Bad as the mental health problem itsell. Your attitude o
mantal health could and would change someone's life.

I someone ls acting different, ask.... . TWICE

Help information
Andy's Man Club Batter Help
wawandvsmancivh.oo.uk v bp i barhain, oo
Men’s Minds Matter Mind
WV TS matTacong W, Ul o ek
Safeline Time to Change
wewy, sl org. ko e Fa- - Charge. ok
The Calm Zone Rathink
Wi Bhocadmzama.ned wawerethink ang
Support Line NHS

W, s martire.arg, uk Jwwwahsok

Click Here” to download a copy

Across Social Media

On Facebook - Happy St George's Day

Mark Masons' Hall
Embed://<iframe

src="https://www.facebook.com/plugins/post.php?href=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2FMark
MasonsHall%2Fposts%2F818136109052881&width=500&show_text=true&height=639&appld"

width="500" height="639" style="border:none;overflow:hidden" scrolling="no" frameborder="0"

allowfullscreen="true" allow="autoplay; clipboard-write; encrypted-media; picture-in-picture; web-
share"></iframe>

Kent
Embed://<iframe
src="https://www.facebook.com/plugins/post.php?href=https%3A%2F%2Fwww .facebook.com%2FKent

Thttp://download.mmh.org.uk/Time to talk.pdf




MarkMasterMasons%2Fposts%2F2893300977605329&width=500&show_text=true&height=319&appld
" width="500" height="319" style="border:none;overflow:hidden" scrolling="no" frameborder="0"

allowfullscreen="true" allow="autoplay; clipboard-write; encrypted-media; picture-in-picture; web-
share"></iframe>

On Twitter - West Yorkshire Mark on their bikes for Festival Fundraiser
http://twitter.com/statuses/1381716978193338372

Ribble Valley Consistory - a step closer to Consecration
http://twitter.com/statuses/1384198106774867975

Not seeing your news? Join us on Social Media

Social Mediais becominganincreasingly important platform forhow we getto hearabout whatis going
on furtherafieldinall of our Orders. If your Province/District/Division has a Facebook Page/Group or

Twitter Feed, orif you representaMasonic Club or Society linked to our Orders, please send us aninvite
to joinorfollowyou.

We can be found at:
Facebook - Mark Secretariat®- Thisis the contact account for the Mark Masons' Hall Facebook Page®
Twitter - @MarkMasonsHall*°

Or you can email us at communications@mmh.org.uk!?

The Shop@86 is open for online orders via the website

Click Here'? to visit the Shop@86 website
Please note: Duringthe current Government Lockdown restrictions, therewill be limited access to Mark
Masons' Hall. As a result there will be delays to the despatch of orders, which will take place on aweekly

basis, normally on a Tuesday. Customers will be notified via email once their order has been despatched.
For enquiries about yourorder please email ordersinfo@mmh.org.uk?

8https://www.facebook.com/mmh.secretariat.3
Shttps://www.facebook.com/MarkMasonsHall/
Ohttps://twitter.com/MarkMasonsHall
Umailto:communications @mmh.org.uk
L2https://www.shopat86.co.uk/
Bmaijlto:ordersinfo@mmh.org.uk




The KT 20 for 2020 Appeal has now raised over £46,000 and continues
to grow

Please note that the MCF, who are handling donations to this appeal, have moved their payment
collectionssite from the Everyday Hero platform to that of Just Giving. This doesn'timpact how you

make your donation but unfortunatelyit isn't possible for us to setthe amount of your donation
automatically to £20. The defaultsetby the website is £30 and you will need to adjust it down.



You can supportthe Eye Hospital by making a £20 donation. Just Click Here* or use the Text Donate
facility below.

100% of donations will be given to the StJohn of Jerusalem Eye Hospital Group to supporttheirvital

work. To recognise your generosity and support, The Great Priory of Knights Templaris sendinga
limited-edition Swift tie/lapel pin to every donor.

The Swiftpins are now being posted out but please bear with us as we are only in the office one day
per week to carry out this task so some deliveries will take longer than others. Thank you for your

patience.
The Knights Templar
20 for 2020 Appeal

Text KT2042020 to 70500 to donate £20
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MBF Festival Stewardship Jewels

The new-look MBF Stewardship Jewels have now been designed for the following Festivals:
2022 Surrey?®®

2023 West Yorkshire'®

2024 Cheshire?’

2025 Oxfordshire!®

2026 Hampshire & IOW?°

14https://fundraising.mcf.org.uk/Appeal -KT2042020
https://www.markmasonshall.org/mbf-download/2022-surrey-mbf-festival-stewardship-form-2 /viewdocument
16https://www.markmasonshall.org/mbf-download/2023-west-yorkshire-mbf-festival-stewardship-
form/viewdocument
7https://www.markmasonshall.org/mbf-download/2024-cheshire-mbf-festival-stewardship-form-
2/viewdocument
18https://www.markmasonshall.org/mbf-download/2025-oxfordshire-mbf-festival-stewardship-form-
2/viewdocument
https://www.markmasonshall.org/mbf-download/2026-hants-iow-mbf-festival-stewardship-form-
2/viewdocument




2027 Warwickshire?°
2028 Somerset?!
2030 Essex??

2022 and 2023 Jewels are currently availablefor purchase while others will be made available in due
course.

20https://www.markmasonshall.org/mbf-download/2027-warwickshire-mbf-festival-stewardship-form-
2/viewdocument
21https://www.markmasonshall.org/mbf-download/2028-somerset-mbf-festival-stewardship-form-
2/viewdocument
22https://www.markmasonshall.org/mbf-download/2030-essex-mbf-festival-stewardship-form-2/viewdocument
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We reported recently that the new style MBF Festival Stewardship is aimed principally, (but not
exclusively), at members of each host Festival Province.

In return for a qualifying donation of £100, each Steward will be entitled to:
e AdistinctiveStewards’ breastjewel, year barand pocketjewel holder.

¢ Inclusionoftheirname inthe Festival Stewards’ Roll of Honourin the Festival booklet



¢ Andforindividuals making their first donation underthe scheme, qualification as a Life
Governor of the Mark Benevolent Fund —the first step on the ladder of honorifics.

Monies raised by the take-up of Festival Stewardships will, of course, be included in each respective
Festival total.

Helping to Combat Covid

COVID Symptom Tracker

At the start of Lockdown the Grand Secretary, R.W.Bro. Ryan A. Williams, P.G.J.W., shared the
COVID Symptom Study?3 app.

As local lockdowns and UK cases increase, with over 4 million users, this appis a useful source of
information regardingthe situationinyourarea, as well as being a portal through which people of all

ages and backgrounds are joining togetherto fight COVID, supportthe NHS, help scientificresearch and
help getus out of lockdown safely.

Business as usual for the Staff@86

2https://covid.joinzoe.com/




Staff from the 4th Floorat Mark Masons' Hall have returned to working from home butall departments
and teams are available viaemail and telephoneto help and supportas usual.
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